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Our accomplishments
In its two years of existence, Babel Initiative has completed the following three projects:

1. 2006-2007: TURKEY: “NEAR EAST, NEAR EUROPE.”

This project was centered on the following four topics:

· The footprint left by the Ottoman Empire on the perception of Islam in Europe.

· Istanbul, a hub of civilizations.

· Kemalist Turkey, a model of modernity for the Arab world

· Turkey: the European debate


The on-site research allowed us to meet, among others, Mr Jean-Christophe Peaucelle, the General Consul of France; Mr Pierre Chuvin, the director of the French Institute for Anatolian Studies; Mr Mensur Akgun, the director of the foreign policy program of the Turkish foundation for economic and social studies, and Mr Francois Sporrer, head of the French Economic Mission of Istanbul. 
During the symposium, the dissertations were made available for all students, to serve as a basis for the organized debates. The debaters included Slimane Zeguidor, Laurent Godmer, Elise Massicard, among others.

2. 2007-2008: “IRANIAN PERSPECTIVES”
Iran is today at the focal point of important regional and international issues. Under the guidance of specialists on the subject of Iran such as Mr Bernard Hourcade, the students participating in this project conducted their analysis around two main topics: 

· The challenges facing Iran in the areas of diplomacy, energy and petroleum. 

· The image that Iranians want to convey of their country, through the internet, and the “blogosphere” in particular.

In fact, these two axes seemed essential to understanding contemporary Iran, because of its central position in the Middle East, its relations with the rest of world and the management of its natural (petroleum) resources. Furthermore, the “blogosphere” phenomenon is rapidly presenting itself as an essential and innovative tool for communication in civil life, and it is an intricate component to understanding Iranian society as a catalyst for revealing unknown points of view. 

The on-site research allowed us to meet, among others, Mr Yadollah, President of the United Nations Association in Iran; Mr Manouchehr, Vice-Minister of Foreign Affairs, in charge of education and research, Mr Abbas, dean of the Law and Political Science Faculty of the University of Tehran; Mr Graebling, First advisor of the French Ambassador.

3. 2007-2008: “THE EGYPT OF UNITY, THE EGYPT OF DIVERSITY”

Last year, the association decided to place additional emphasis on Egypt, a country often referenced but seldom examined. The students felt that the country’s integral role in the political, economic, and cultural fabric of the region merited further study. In our research, we endeavored to bring out the rich diversity of this complex nation.  Student researchers chose to focus on a variety of themes that included:

· Egyptian integration into the global community

· Social development in the urban landscape of Cairo

· Internal political standing in contemporary Egypt

· Preservation of Egyptian heritage 


After the preliminary research, we had the opportunity to meet twenty-five prominent individuals during the on-site activity in Egypt. Among the people we met were researchers in the fields of political science and economics, writers, journalists, scholars, politicians, directors, producers, diplomats, CEO’s, the most notable including Mr. Al Ghitani, a writer; Mr Hassan, minister of culture and information under Al Sadate; Mr Nesci, President and General Director of the Middle East and North Africa section of Alcatel Lucent; Mr Sichler, President and General Director of Rotana Films; and Mr Abou El Magd, Vice President of the National Council for Human Rights.
OUR CURRENT PROJECT

4. 2008-2009: QATAR, BAHRAIN AND KUWAIT. 
“EVOLUTION IN LIGHT OF A CHANGING ENVIRONMENT”

For the project of 2008/2009, the association has decided to explore the Arabic countries of the Gulf by studying a triad of countries: Qatar, Bahrain and Kuwait. Promising with regards to both their immense economic potential and the rapid evolution of their societies, these Gulf States inspire us because they are the countries of the future. Also, although the low number of American and European research papers on these countries shows that they have not been studied to the same extent as for example Saudi-Arabia and the UAE, they present significant opportunities for comparative research.

Indeed, they all exhibit different economic and political models that all have their strengths and weaknesses. Moreover, they are now faced with several common challenges: the issue of identity, religious as well as national, the issue of integration into the international system and of course the transition to a post-rentier economy, whether it is imminent or still only a distant reality. 
While on their study trip, our seven teams of student researchers met with local representatives and prominent members of society in order to finalize their research on the following topics, which are socio-economic and political issues of their choosing:
· Domestic and Foreign policy in light of a changing environment.
Looking at how the three countries base their domestic and foreign policy on factors such as geopolitical environment, neighboring countries, geographical and demographical situation. 

· The specifics of the Bahraini economic model. 
Finding out how it reflects the historical situation of the country, in what way it is affecting Bahraini politics, and in what way, if at all, the post-rentier state label can be applied to Bahrain. 
· A comparative study
Covering the societies and the political and economical situations of the three countries, and underlining the evolution of these countries from the colonial era up until the present date. 

· The Immigrant Workers.
Identifying this new population and showing their importance to the economy while investigating the social aspects of the immigration and the implications for the countries’ foreign policy.

· Comparative study of the political sociology of Qatar, Bahrain and Kuwait.
Applying Weber’s theories to the “khalidji” state and investigating how the informal structures such as clientalism, tribalism, “asabiyya” and “wasta” affect the political sphere and whether or not there is a resulting loss of efficiency.
· Towards a nuclear gulf: an economic and strategic perspective. 
Exploring the economic and possibly strategic motivations behind the GCC’s ambition of jointly developing nuclear energy, while offering some insight into the concrete implementation of this project, as well as the possible implications for the GCC’s neighbors.
· Sustainable development and institution building in light of a post-rentier state identity. Investigating how these three countries prepare for a post-rentier reality by looking beyond official data and judging from criteria ranging from education and gender-equality to renewable energy and respect for the environment. 
The research carried out in these study groups is paramount, as it is the very goal of our association. This year, they are even more important, as we hope to have the opportunity to present certain research papers at the next EuroGolfe forum. 
​​​​​​​​​KUWAÏT
· Bader M. Al-Sa’ad - Managing Director, Kuwait Investment Authority
We met Mr. Al-Sa’ad, at Kuwait Investment Authority headquarters. He began the meeting with a presentation of the history of KIA, the world’s first sovereign fund, established in 1953. His presentation provided us with the opportunity to gain a general understanding of the economic development of Kuwait as well as its response to the recent financial crisis. Mr. Al-Sa’ad also underlined the fact that while the KIA is not a state-controlled fund, it does support certain government-led projects in the country and receives 10% of the nation’s annual petroleum revenue. His commentary was soon followed up by a discussion about the transparency, autonomy, and possible politicization of the institution. 
· Kuwait University – debate with students 
We were welcomed to the University of Kuwait by the director of Middle Eastern Studies. The Kuwaiti students wished to learn the way in which students of Sciences Po Menton think about themes related to the Arab world, including: terrorism, the Danish Cartoons controversy, and the Arab-Israeli conflict. They then wanted to discuss several subjects related to European affairs including France’s national defense policies. Later, one student’s commentary regarding the first Gulf War and American-Kuweiti relations, led to an intellectually stimulating debate. 
· Sheikha Hussah Al Sabah - Director, Dar Al Athar Al Islamiyya

Sheikha Hussah Al Sabah, welcomed us to the Dar Al Thar Al Islamiyya cultural institution. She confided in us so passionately about her love for culture, her personal struggle as a woman, and her commitment to building a real collection of Islamic art in Kuwait, beyond her own private collection.  In addition, she talked about the political culture of the Gulf, and several current museum projects in the works, including the famous “Louvre” of Abu Dhabi. She also touched on several well-received ideas, including the existing ties between the Kuwaiti and Iraqi peoples, and the particular relationship that exists between Kuwait and the United States. 
· The Kuwaiti Stock Exchange 
At the Kuwait Stock Exchange we were met by a group of French businessmen to learn about the inner-workings of the financial institution, as well as the different companies and sectors involved in the market. During the presentation of the history of the stock exchange, the speaker stressed the political and economic trauma suffered by the Kuwaiti people following the Iraqi invasion, a running theme throughout our trip. During the session, we were also able to gain a sense of Kuwait’s particular reaction to the global financial crisis as well as the economic and political issues that exist in the country. 
· Manaf Al Hajri - General manager of Markaz
· M. Raghu –VP director of Research 
At the Markaz Financial Center, Mr. Al Hajiri introduced us to M. Raghu, VP director of research, who provided us with a brief presentation of the current economic situation of the member countries of the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC). He also discussed the GCC members’ responses to the recent economic crisis. He underlined the different challenges that the countries faced, including the struggle against inflation, and the need for economic diversification. The program was particularly interesting in the sense that Mr. Raghu provided us with concrete, critical statistics that were otherwise difficult to find during our independent research.  
· Mme Siham A. Razzouqi - Governor for OPEC, Chairperson of the Board of Governors 
Ms. Razzouqi received us at the Ministry of Oil. She provided us with a general idea of the inner-workings of the Kuweit Petroleum Company (KPC) as well as OPEC. Then she outlined the long term economic strategies of the KPC. She seemed particularly confident with regards to the existence of sufficient hydrocarbon reserves across the world for the near future. She explained that in her opinion there does not and will not exist a shortage of hydrocarbons even years from now, as today, technological advancements will assure more innovative ways of extraction in the future. According to Razzouqi, this is the reason for the KPC’s refusal to invest in renewable energy, stressing that burning fuels is not the sole reason for environmental problems. The discussion also focused on the importance of energy stability and how to qualify what she defined as the « right » price of oil for today. 
· Sulayman El Bassem – Author and playwright  
Sulayman welcomed us to the nation’s largest theater for an informal discussion of Kuwait’s development in the arts. He first explained to us his personal journey in the arts, the different activities that he currently leads, as well as his vision of Kuwaiti society. He also talked about his political convictions and his frustration with regards to the lack of investment in culture and the arts by the state. He noted how, in effect, culture and the arts do not figure into the development plans of the government, an opinion supported by the non-existence of a Ministry of Culture in the country. In the future, El Bassem would like to open an art center for Kuwaiti youth in order to increase public awareness of the importance of culture in Kuwait. Once again, the Iraqi invasion of Kuwait was raised during the discussion, underlining its significance and its impact on the collective memory of the country and its people. 
· Hussain Abdul Rahman – Editor-in-Chief, Al Qabas

We were received at the news headquarters of Al Qabas by its editor-in-chief, Hussain Abdul Rahman. He began the presentation by describing the five privately-owned daily newspapers in Kuwait, which permitted him to launch into a discussion of the degree of liberty of the press in the country. His analysis enriched our understanding of the sphere of Islamist influence in the country and the current domestic political crisis. While at the same time, he did seem somewhat pessimistic about the upcoming legislative elections and the prospective modification of the constitution by the new parliament. 
· Ali Al-Shamlan – Director General, KFAS
Ali Ali-Shamlan, the general manager of the Kuwait Foundation for the Advancement of the Sciences, welcomed us to the beautiful headquarters of this non-governmental organization, which is currently celebrating its 32th anniversary. Ali-Shamlan explained the role of KFAS in the promotion of the sciences, and more generally the culture of Kuwait, in order to make the Gulf the new hub of Arab culture. The organization is committed to assuring the academic success of young Kuwaitis and the NGO is also actively engaged in the financial support of research. It has, as a result, established a multitude of partnerships with some of the most prestigious universities in the world including, Sciences Po, LSE and MIT. 
· M. Jean-Michel Monot - CICR 

Monot provided us with a brief history of the International Red Cross and then described its particular missions in the region. He explained that the IRC has been involved in the search and return of remains to families of those who disappeared, were deported and executed in Iraq during the war. It also provides assistance to the « biduns », or illegal immigrants, as well as political prisoners of the region. With regards to financial support, the Gulf supports the initiative of the CICR with the political aim of promoting humanitarian aid, and to prevail as a regional leader to this end on the international theater. 
· M. Jean-René Gehan – Ambassador of France to Kuwait 
After relating to us his personal experiences as a diplomat, Ambassador Gehan underlined the avant-garde position of Kuwait with respect to democracy. In addition, he outlined the different economic policies of the country before providing a sketch of French-Kuwaiti relations. The most interesting part of his presentation was his uncompromising description of the different politico-social cleavages of Kuwaiti society. 

· Général Saber Al Suwaidan – Former commander of the Kuwaiti Air Force 
The general warmly received us into his home, where he talked to us about the different goals of the think tank that he founded. Its main objective is to reflect on and provide analysis of the future of Kuwaiti society. However, the subject of discussion quickly changed to the geopolitics of the region and strategic security, which are the general’s specialties. We also raised the question of American-Kuwaiti military relations, as well as Iraq and Iran in general—two countries which he considers to be the major cause of regional instability.  
​​​​​​​​​BAHRAÏN
· M. Ali Ahmed Radhi - Président, LMRA (Labour Market Regulatory Authority) 

We were welcomed by the president, Ali Ahmed Radhi, who explained the objectives of the agency and its primordial role in regulating the labor market and relations between Bahraini employers and non-national employees. The agency proactively takes charge of the immigration process for the prospective worker and begins helping him/her through its web site before the prospective worker’s arrival. Once he/she arrives, the agency handles the logistics of his/her integration into the Bahraini labor market, including registration and work visas, and continues a correspondence throughout his/her time in Bahrain. The agency also promotes nationalization of these immigrant workers (a policy that hopes to promote the employment of nationals.) After having visited the agency’s headquarters, we had the opportunity to speak with Radhi, particularly about the situation of immigrant workers in Bahrain as well as the model that the LMRA represents for the rest of the GCC (Gulf Cooperation Council.)  

· Ghanim Al Buaneen – President, Al Asalah Islamic Society

Ghanim Al Bouanani, who is both a deputy and president of the association, welcomed us to his majilis, where political meetings take place each week. He explained the positions of his political association (an “association” is tantamount to a political party, which however are unofficially illegal in Bahrain) concerning the domestic politics of Bahrein as well as the politics of the region. In particular, he expressed his perception of the regional implications of the recent election of Obama to the American presidency, Shiite Sunni relations in Bahrain, as well as his position regarding pan-Islamism. 

· Ibrahim Cherif – Secretary General, National Democratic Action Association

We met Ibrahim Cherif, the secretary general of the National Democratic Action Association, at our hotel. His association, which is opposed to the current regime, is one of the few rare political organizations in Bahrain that is not religiously affiliated. During the informal meeting, he shared his critical point of view of the modern political history of Bahrain. Specifically, he talked about the numerous dissolutions of the national parliament, the recent tensions between Sunnis and Shi’ias and the resulting gridlock in the unicameral legislature. 

· The US Embassy of Bahrain 
We met the top political adviser of the US Embassy in Bahrain. First, he briefly sketched a modern-day portrait of the Kingdom of Bahrain as he perceives it, stressing particularly the recent political evolutions that the emirate is undergoing. The we discussed the strong diplomatic ties that exist between the US and Bahrain, as well as the more controversial national issues including the rights of immigrant workers, the economic policy initiatives of the crown prince and the social cleavages that exist between Sunnis and Shiias. 
· M. Yves Houdin – Ambassador of France to Bahrain 
At the embassy of France, we met his Excellency, Ambassador Yves Houdin, accompanied by Mr. Nieto, the cultural adviser, and Mr. Fabre, the economic adviser. We discussed French-Bahraini relations in the economic and cultural sectors. We also raised questions concerning the program of economic reforms initiated by the crown prince, as well as the growing importance of gulf countries vis-à-vis France since the election of Nicolas Sarkozy to the presidency. 
· Mme Lubna Forzley – Communications Coordinator BNP Paribas Middle East
At the Bahrain Financial Harbour, we met Lubna Forzley, the communications coordinator of BNP Paribas Middle East. She gave a brief presentation of the company as well as the bank’s activities in Bahrain, which consist specifically of corporate investment banking, asset and wealth management. Ms. Forzely also spoke to us about the wise decision that BNP made in operating out of Bahrain as opposed to Dubai, given the city’s economic fragility during the recent financial crisis. Finally, we visited the financial operations office of the bank. There, we learned how different missions on each floor of the company’s suite coordinate to manage their clients’ investments in the best way possible.  
· US Naval Base of the Fifth Fleet in Manama 
We had the opportunity to visit the US Naval Base of the Fifth Fleet in Manama, where we met with naval officers as well as a representative of the US Department of State. After a tour of the naval base, we attended four lectures: 

Commander Kyle Barrett - Executive Officer NSA Bahrain : 
The commander discussed the functions of the base and detailed the different day-to-day activities that take place on-site. 

Capt. Loblein - Chief of staff :. 

The captain spoke to us about the role of the naval base in Bahrain, located within the « area of responsibility » of the Middle East and Central Asia, which is run by General Petraeus. Capt. Loblein also explained the different tasks of the American navy in the region, including combating piracy, and drug trafficking. He also insisted on the importance of cooperation between different navies, including that of France. 
Lt Nordan -  Chaplain: 
The lieutenant explained how the US Navy is committed to improving its image in Bahrain, as well as allowing soldiers to play an active positive role in the local society. 
Mr. Duffy – US Dept. of State representative 
Mr. Duffy, spoke to us about life in the Foreign Service, the situation in Iraq and the fragile infrastructures that the US Navy protects in the gulf. 
​​​​​​​​​QATAR
Education City :

· Fouad Rassi – Communications coordinator, Qatar Foundation

· Colonel Dufour – Coordinator for the creation of the delocalized campus of Saint-Cyr in Qatar

First, we talked about the Qatar Foundation’s mission and role in Qatar. We were notably interested in its relationship with the government as well as the social project that the state would like to put into place. Next, we took a tour of Education City, and we visited the recently built delocalized campuses of several schools, including Cornell and Georgetown University. Colonel Dufour explained to us the problems and challenges that many universities, including Saint-Cyr in particular, face when initiating the construction of a delocalized campus.  

· Ihtisham Hibatullah - Senior Planner : Comm. & Corporate Relations, Al Jazeera

We were able to visit the offices of the Arabic and English-language versions of Al Jazeera. During this visit, our guide stressed the ethical code of Al Jazeera, as well as the international news broadcasting company’s exemplification of the modernity of Qatar. We also discussed the political controversies surrounding Al Jazeera, its relationship to the state of Qatar as well as the United States. 

Brookings Doha Center:
· Hiba Zeino – Communications Coordinator
· Kais Sharif – Public Programs Coordinator 
The two representatives of Brookings Doha briefed us on the founding of the new center, and responded to questions concerning the focus of the prominent American think tank’s research. The following subjects were particularly raised: the new diplomacy of Qatar, the role of Qatar in the Arab world today, and American foreign policy in the gulf. 
· M. Gilles Bonnaud – Ambassador of France to Qatar 
We were received at the embassy by his Excellency Gilles Bonnaud, who explained to us in great detail his on-site mission. We also gained insight with regards to the role of France in Qatar, notably in the domains of the economy, cultural exchange, and strategic security. 
· Saad Al Dabbagh – Marketing Manager, Qatar News Agency 

Saad Al Dabbagh received us at his home. We asked him many questions concerning the Qatari media, as well as the extent of its liberty of speech. He discussed the numerous financial links that bring together political power and influence in the world of media. Unfortunately, Al Dabagh refused to enter into the details of more controversial themes relevant to the country such as the independence of Al-Jazeera vis-à-vis the emir or the question of Qatari identity. 

SUMMARY OF THE STUDY TRIP

After a month of reflection, we are now able to briefly summarize our experience.
In sum, we are very pleased with the outcome of the project. Despite the short length of our stay in each of the three countries, it is our belief that we have learned a great deal.

Firstly, the more than thirty leaders and representatives with whom we spoke during our trip were able to answer most of our questions, whether they concerned our research or focused on more personal matters. Nevertheless, in certain countries we experienced some difficulties in arranging enough meetings with representatives whose stories differed from the official position. 

Secondly, we are very satisfied with the feedback we have received this last month regarding our trip. The articles attached to this report testify to the variety of coverage our team of student researchers received in both Arabic and English newspapers. It appears that our project was perceived as original, daring and useful by the local media. The most rewarding feedback has been that which we received from the various politicians, editors, activists, artists, businesspeople and officials whom we met on our way. The fact that prominent members of the political, economic and cultural domain agreed to meet with us has been an honor, and the fact that some of us received mails thanking us for our visit and the quality of our questions makes us proud.

Finally, our study trip has been, once again, a success. The countries that we chose to study were not always easy to join together in one project, and there is less existing research on them than on some of their neighboring countries. These inherent challenges are part of the reason why we made the choice we did, and our boldness helped us succeed. Our previous conceptions of these three Gulf countries have been considerably amended and developed, and we recommend to all such an experience. 
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OUR FINANCIAL SITUATION

For the moment, our financial situation is difficult. Indeed, we have been able to gather 20 500 Euros from private and institutional partners (of which 15 000 came from the Middle East and Mediterranean Chair of Sciences Po Paris), as well as 2200 Euros from the students participating in the project. However, our current budget is about 31 000 Euros, and we are therefore on the lookout for approximately 8000 additional Euros to balance our budget. This last sum was promised to us by the Thales Group before arrangements were made for the study trip, but Thales has yet to honor its promise.  
	Budget 

	The activities of the Babel Initiative association 2008/2009 

	Expenses (in Euros)
	Income* (in Euros)

	 
	Unit cost
	Quantity
	Total
	 
	Total

	Logistical 
	Communication
	Phone cards France-Gulf
	15
	4
	60
	Surplus 2007/2008
	390

	
	
	On site cellular phone communication
	 
	 
	650
	Membership fees
	2200

	
	
	Mail
	 
	 
	35
	External funding/sponsoring
	20500

	
	
	Brochures
	5
	100
	500
	shortage
	7866

	Study trip
	Transports
	Nice-Kuwait AR
	 
	 
	19450
	TOTAL
	30956

	
	
	Kuwait-Bahrain
	 
	 
	

	
	
	Bahrain-Doha
	 
	 
	

	
	
	Doha-Kuwait
	 
	 
	

	
	
	Transit flights
	 
	 
	1020

	
	Stopover in Istanbul
	Visas
	 
	 
	130

	
	
	accommodation Old City Hostel
	15
	22
	330

	
	
	Airport Shuttle
	60
	2
	150

	
	Kuwait
	Visas
	 
	 
	203

	
	
	Airport Shuttle
	44
	1
	44

	
	
	Taxis
	 
	 
	27

	
	
	Transport (bus)
	320
	1
	320

	
	
	Accommodation Ibis Hotel
	133,19
	22
	2930

	
	Bahrain
	Visas
	 
	 
	0

	
	
	Taxis
	 
	 
	150

	
	
	Transport (bus)
	 
	 
	400

	
	
	Accommodation Ramee Palace
	100
	22
	2200

	
	
	reception of guest speakers
	53
	1
	53

	
	Qatar
	Visas
	 
	 
	250

	
	
	Taxis/Airport Shuttle
	 
	 
	300

	
	
	Accommodation New Capital Hotel
	43,64
	22
	960

	
	Insurance
	 
	32
	22
	704

	
	Medication
	 
	 
	 
	90

	TOTAL
	 
	30956
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	The Mission of the Babel Initiative association is to investigate, each year, a country in the area studied on the Menton campus. We are an officially recognized student association, and our endeavors match and complement the educational project of Sciences Po.


	Every year, in order to investigate one or several countries on the campus of Menton, we organize the following:�


Research Semester (from November to March 2009):





Focused on the country of research


Based around certain themes of research


Eventually research is combined with feedback from specialists to form dissertations





On-site Research (April 2009)





Lasting for one week


Taking place in the countries or the country studied


Consisting of meetings with both experts on the fields studied and local leaders, as well as site visits. 


Completing the field research necessary to finalize the dissertations.





Interactive Workshops (May 2009)





Also lasting for one week


Taking place in Menton


Consisting of public conferences, and some debates restricted to students on campus. 


The invitees are specialists on some of the topics researched by the students.


In addition, various cultural activities such as film-screenings, concerts and expositions are organized to further broaden the understanding of the country or countries of study.





In addition to the board, seventeen Sciences-Po students are affiliated with the project. Their role is to conduct the preliminary research and on-site research required to publish the dissertations, which will be presented during the interactive workshop.
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